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now found themselves in a situation in which presi-
dential non-interference ceased to be desirable, but
President Harrison could not be stirred to action.
He would not even state his views. As Senator
Sherman remarked in his Recollections, "The situ-
ation at that time was critical. A large major-
ity of the Senate favored free silver, and it was
feared that the small majority against it in the
other House might yield and agree to it. The si-
lence of the President on the matter gave rise to
an apprehension that if a free coinage bill should
pass both Houses he would not feel at liberty to
veto it."

In this emergency the Republican leaders ap-
pealed to their free silver party associates to be
content with compelling the Treasury to purchase
4,500,000 ounces of silver per month, which it was
wrongly calculated would cover the entire output
of American mines. The force of party discipline
eventually prevailed, and the Republican party got
together on this compromise. The bill was adopted
in both Houses by a strict party vote, with the
Democrats solidly opposed, and was finally enacted
on July 14, 1890.

Thus by relying upon political tactics the mana-
gers of the Republican party were able to reconcile